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CALL FOR PAPERS 
 
POLITICS AND THE LIFE SCIENCES, a peer-reviewed interdisciplinary journal published twice yearly by 
the Association for Politics and the Life Sciences, is issuing a general call for research papers in any 
of the journal’s topic areas.  
 
PLS covers a broad range of topics, including evolutionary and laboratory insights into political 
cooperative behavior, group conflict, war and terrorism; neuroscientifically based studies of political 
emotion and cognition; nonverbal analysis of leader displays; political analysis of life-sciences 
research, health policy, environmental policy, and biosecurity policy; and, philosophical analysis of 
life sciences problems, such as bioethical controversies. In addition to research articles, the journal 
also publishes reviews, analytical perspective pieces, book reviews, and invited theme essays.  
 
Contributors include political scientists and political behaviorists; biosecurity and international-
security experts; communication researchers; life scientists, clinicians, health policy scholars, and 
bioethicists; moral and evolutionary philosophers; environmental scientists and ecological economists; 
political-behavioral and environmental historians; science policy scholars and historians of science; 
and legal scholars. Recent papers by noted scholars have included:  
 

 German flooding of the Pontine Marshes in World War II: Biological warfare or total 
war tactic? by Erhard Geissler and Jeanne Guillemin 

 Biopolitical science, by Larry Arnhart 
 Genuine fakes: Cloning extinct species as science and spectacle, by Amy Fletcher 
 What rough beast? Synthetic biology, uncertainty, and the future of biosecurity, by 

Gautam Mukunda, Kenneth A. Oye, and Scott C. Mohr 
 Competitive exclusion: A biological model applied to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 

by J. Kristen Urban 
 Deciding on human embryonic stem cell research: Evidence from Congress’s first 

showdown with President George W. Bush, by Eileen Burgin 
 Taking leaders at face value: Ethology and the analysis of televised leader displays, 

by Patrick A. Stewart, Frank K. Salter, and Marc Mehu 
 
The journal is now in its 30th year of publication and has recently moved to an all-digital printing 
system with Allen Press, allowing for high quality photographic and line art reproductions. The 
journal welcomes submissions with visual illustrations, whether original photographs, historical 
document reproductions (e.g., maps, letters from government archives), or other graphical files. All 
files must be in digital format and have copyright clearance or permission to reprint from the 
copyright holder.  
 
To Submit:  Send a blind copy of your paper, with a separate cover sheet listing contact information, 
as an e-mail attachment to Laurette Liesen, Contributing Editor for Submissions and Peer Review, 
liesenla@lewisu.edu. Submissions should include an abstract, along with a set of key words 
relevant to the article. All research papers undergo a blind review process, with a turnaround time of 
about two months. For more information, see www.politicsandthelifesciences.org. Questions may 
also be addressed to Erik Bucy, Editor-in-Chief, ebucy@indiana.edu. 


